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PRESS RELEASE 

 

At the end of May 2018, Doctors of the World intervention for refugees and migrants hosted in refugee 

camps in Mainland Greece will be completed. After two years of daily presence and thousands of 

medical consultations provided to refugees and migrants, Doctors of the World will hand over the 

health care services to the Greek National Health System, as foreseen in the financial plan of the Greek 

authorities. Doctors of the World will ensure smooth transition by supporting the Greek health 

authorities.  

Through its program, funded by the European Commission’s Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid 

department (ECHO), Doctors of the World has supported thousands of refugees and migrants. Since 

April 2016, specialized medical teams have been operating in 22 camps in Mainland Greece, providing 

a total of 75.000 consultations to more than 15.500 beneficiaries. 

Specifically, 62.000 Primary Health Care consultations (of which 317 performed by the 

Ophthalmological Unit), 7.000 Sexual and Reproductive Health Care consultations and 3.600 individual 

sessions with Psychologists were provided. In addition, MdM Dental Care Mobile Unit has performed 

more than 2.300 consultations, while the Referral System has connected more than 4.000 people with 



the local hospitals for specialized medical care, facilitating the transportation, interpretation and 

social services to access more than 8.500 specialized care consultations (data updated April 2018). 

"Our primary concern through this program was to help the most vulnerable people who were obliged 

to live under difficult conditions," said Eugenia Thanou, General Director of Doctors of the World 

Greece. "Our teams worked hard on a daily basis to ensure that all these people would have access to 

health care". 

The General Coordinator of the intervention, Tatiana Olivero, added “Doctors of the World is handing 

over the provision of health services in camps to the Greek National Health System, however our 

intervention, funded by European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid department, will continue in 

the urban areas supporting the integration of refugees and migrants through the access to health care. 

The migration crisis is not finished and we are now witnessing again an increase in the flows of 

refugees and migrants reaching Greece: we should not forget that there are people in need and they 

have a fundamental right to receive medical care”. 

*    *    * 

 

About Médecins du Monde – Doctors of the World Greece 

Médecins du Monde-Doctors of the World Greece was founded in 1990 and is part of the International network 

of MdM that consists of 15 Chapters in the world (Argentina, Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Greece, Japan, 

Luxemburg, Netherlands Portugal, Spain, Sweden , Switzerland, United Kingdom and U.S.A.) It remains, though, 

a Greek organization, taking its own path based on circumstances particular to Greece, while maintaining 

financial and administrative independence and transparency shared with the network. 

Completing 27 consecutive years of action in 2017, MdM-Greece has been acknowledged as a credible and 

efficient organization that fosters the sense of solidarity within the Greek Community. 

Having conducted numerous humanitarian aid programs in Greece and in developing countries, Greek doctors, 

administration, medical staff and technical experts continue to offer their voluntary services. 

MdM-Greece with more than 600 volunteers since its foundation, in around 50 countries around the world, 

contributes to medical and humanitarian aid programs. Throughout the years, medical and humanitarian aid 

programs have been carried out in Iraq, Lebanon, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Serbia, Sudan, Palestine, 

Haiti, Gaza, Uganda, Tanzania, Algeria etc. 

Doctors of the World Greece works with other international Non-Governmental Organizations in order to more 

efficiently provide humanitarian aid to people in need. 

 

 



About EU Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid  

The European Union and its Member States are the world's leading donor of humanitarian aid. Relief assistance 

is an expression of European solidarity with people in need all around the world. It aims to save lives, prevent 

and alleviate human suffering, and safeguard the integrity and human dignity of populations affected by natural 

disasters and man-made crises. The European Commission ensures rapid and effective delivery of EU relief 

assistance through its two main instruments: civil protection and humanitarian aid. Through its civil protection 

and humanitarian aid operations department (ECHO), the European Commission helps over 120 million victims 

of conflict and disasters every year. With headquarters in Brussels and a global network of field offices, the 

Commission's civil protection and humanitarian aid operations department provides assistance to the most 

vulnerable people on the basis of humanitarian needs. For more information, please visit the European 

Commission's website. 


