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Athens, 11/ 10 /16 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Doctors of the World for the children of the world 

Press conference and guided tour of the new MdM reception centre for unaccompanied 

minors  

After long months of preparation, today, 11th October, MdM-Greece is opening the doors of 

its new reception centre for unaccompanied minors. It is almost a year since MdM decided to 

convert an already existing building into a model reception centre for unaccompanied minors.  

The dream has now become a reality. The centre that has been created is tailored to the needs 

of 100 children for whom it will provide shelter, food and education, and where they can 

engage in creative activities and exercise while enjoying the care and primarily the safety it is 

our duty as a society to provide to each and every child the world over.  

The reception centre for unaccompanied minors forms part of the project entitled «Emergency 

support to assist the most vulnerable migrants stranded in Greece». It is funded by the Asylum, 

Migration and Integration Fund and has been established in conjunction with the International 

Organisation for Migration.  

In his brief intervention, the president of MDM Greece, Nikitas Kanakis, spoke of the excellent 

cooperation between MdM, the IOM and the other stakeholders. He stressed that when MdM 

speaks publicly about an issue, it commits to becoming part of the solution. Thus today in the 

form of this model reception centre, it was offering Greek society its own tangible proposal 
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for unaccompanied minors. Concluding, he pointed out that this project did not in any way 

burden the state budget, and evidences the fact that major projects can be implemented when 

organisations and society work together.   

In attendance at today’s press conference and guided tour of the facilities were the Alternate 

Minister for Migration Policy, Yiannis Mousalas, the Alternate Minister for Social Solidarity, 

Theano Fotiou, the International Organisation for Migration chief of mission, Daniel Esdras, 

the mayor of Paiania, Spiros Stamos and Dimitris Karantonis, Chief of Police at Paiania police 

station. The event was well attended by the media, both Greek and foreign alike. 

*    *    * 
 

About Doctors of the World Greece 

Doctors of the World-Med́ecins du Monde Greece was founded in 1990 and is part of the International MdM network 

that comprises a total of 15 Chapters (Argentina, Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Greece, Japan, Luxembourg, 

Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and U.S.A.). At the same time, however, it 

remains a genuinely Greek organization, following its own course as determined by the circumstances particular 

to Greece and maintaining its financial and administrative independence.  

Mdm-Greece, celebrating 26 years of uninterrupted activity in 2016, has become recognized as a reputable and 

efficient organization that fosters a sense of solidarity within Greek society. 

Greek doctors, medical staff, administrators and technical experts offer their services on a voluntary basis as part of 

the numerous humanitarian aid programmes conducted in Greece and in developing countries.  

With over 600 volunteers, MdM-Greece has provided medical and humanitarian assistance in some 50 countries 

around the globe.  Over the years, medical and humanitarian programmes have been conducted in Iraq, Lebanon, 

Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Serbia, Sudan, Palestine, Haiti, Gaza, Uganda, Algeria, etc.  

Within these programmes, MdM-Greece works together with other international Non Governmental Organizations 

to more effectively bring humanitarian aid to people in need.  

 
*    *    * 

 

 

 
 


