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The recent financial crisis has led to an increase of uninsured people, 
as more and more people are unable to pay their insurance contribu-
tions, thus resulting to having no healthcare. Currently, according to 
the Ministry of Health, the uninsured citizens in Greece are 2.500.000 
of a total population 10.812.467, while there are around 500.000 unin-
sured third country nationals without residence permits. The problem 
becomes more pronounced for people belonging to vulnerable 
groups. One such group is pregnant women and especially the uunin-
sured pregnant women that have to bear the full cost of pregnancy 
and childbirth, which nowadays has become unbearable for the 
average family.

Doctors of the World Greece, through this fourth legal newsletter, 
wants to highlight the difficulties and especially the rights of women 
during the sensitive period of pregnancy. This initiative takes place in 
the framework of the European Network to reduce vulnerabilities in 
health financed by the European Commission. 

The financial burden that a pregnant woman has to bear during 
pregnancy depends inevitably from her insurance capacity.
The national health insurance carrier EOPYY covers either par-
tially or in total the tests for checking the good health of the baby 
and the mother. 
 The basic prenatal examinations are free of charge, according to 
the 01.10.2015 Unified Health Benefit Regulation. Other labora-
tory tests require the financial participation of the pregnant. See 
the relevant page of EOPYY where coverage is explicitly described 
depending on the type of exam. EOPYY also gives the possibility 
to visit a contracted doctor during pregnancy but it does not cover 
costs for ultrasound or other clinical examinations. The desig-
nated fee by EOPYY for each visit is just 10 Euros. In a public 
hospital, natural or cesarean delivery is free of charge. 
 On the contrary, a prenatal package in a public hospital for an 
uninsured woman costs a little less than 500 Euros, while natural 
and cesarean childbirth cost around 600 Euros and 1.000 Euros 
respectively according to a quick MdM survey. 

Cost of pregnancy and childbirth depending on insurance capacity

Pregnant third country nationals
Third- country nationals, residing legally in Greece and being insured to the 
national insurance organizations, have the same insurance rights as nation-
als (Article 21 law 4251/2014 - "Migration and Social Integration Code").
In addition, asylum-seekers have access to free medical and hospital care 
only if they prove that they are uninsured and financially weak. If they cannot 
prove it, then they have to pay for healthcare. 

Issues, however, arise as far as women third country nationals with no resi-
dence permits are concerned. Article 26 of the Migration and Social Integra-
tion Code continues to prohibit Greek public services, local authorities, and 
social security institutions to offer services to third country nationals who 
are unable to prove that they have entered and are residing in the country 
legally. However, hospitals, clinics and social structures are exempted from 
the aforementioned prohibition when it comes to third country nationals who 
are introduced for emergency hospitalization, childbirth as well as to minors. 
That means that since the introduction of the abovementioned article undoc-
umented pregnant women have now access to free delivery but there is no 
provision for ante- and postnatal care.
In addition, Article 41 of the law 3907/2011 establishes that undocumented 
pregnant women may not be expelled from the country during their preg-
nancy or for six months after giving birth.

It must be noted that on December 12th 2015, a bill was submitted to the 
Greek Parliament, which regulates the issue of health coverage of uninsured 
and vulnerable groups (see Article 56 of the bill). The time of the voting of the 
bill has not yet been announced. It is not clear how it will be implemented but 
among other things, according to this bill, pregnant women, regardless of 
their legal status, will be entitled to free access to public health structures 
and to hospital and medical care.

https://mdmeuroblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/mdm-intl-network-full-report-11-countries-22-may-2015.pdf
http://www.eopyy.gov.gr/Util/Message?a_Title=%CE%A0%CF%81%CF%8C%CE%B2%CE%BB%CE%B7%CE%BC%CE%B1%20%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BD%20%CE%B5%CE%BA%CF%84%CE%AD%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%83%CE%B7%20%CF%84%CE%B7%CF%82%20%CE%BB%CE%B5%CE%B9%CF%84%CE%BF%CF%85%CF%81%CE%B3%CE%AF%CE%B1%CF%82&a_Message=%CE%9A%CF%89%CE%B4%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C%CF%82%20%CE%BB%CE%AC%CE%B8%CE%BF%CF%85%CF%82%20404.%0AThe%20controller%20for%20path%20%27%2F%CE%88%CE%B3%CE%B3%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%86%CE%B1%20%CE%95%CE%9F%CE%A0%CE%A5%CE%A5%2F%CE%9F%CE%B4%CE%B7%CE%B3%CE%AF%CE%B5%CF%82%20-%20Manuals%2F%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%99%CE%9F%CE%9D%CE%A4%CE%91%20%CE%A3%CE%A5%CE%9C%CE%92%CE%91%CE%A3%CE%97%CE%A3%27%20was%20not%20found%20or%20does%20not%20implement%20IController.&a_ImageUrl=%7E%2FContent%2FImages%2FCancel_64.png&a_BackButton=False
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