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Doctors of the World Greece continues to document the most crucial legal provisions that relate 

to important issues regarding social protection and access to healthcare in Greece especially 

for those facing many vulnerabilities/difficulties, regardless of their administrative status or their 

financial resources. This initiative takes place in the framework of the European Network to 

reduce vulnerabilities in health financed by the European Commission. 

In Greece, during 2015 the number of arrivals by sea of refugees and migrants exceeded half 

a million in late October. At the same time in Europe, according to UNHCR's update on the 4th 

of December 2015, the number of arrivals through the Mediterranean Sea has reached 

7 46. 714. The rapid rise of these numbers increases the pressure for an even more effective 

reception of the people arriving on the islands of Greece, the main entry point in Europe, and 

underlines the urgent need to ensure their rights. 

This newsletter describes the rights of third country nationals (non EU/EEA/Swiss citizens) who 

arrive in our country, before and after their registration and identification by the competent 

Greek authorities. Thus, Doctors of the World Greece aims at clarifying and strengthening the 

rights of these people. A specific reference is made for the vulnerable group of unaccompanied 

minors. 

Regislralion and idenlificalion of newlv arrived lhird counlrv nalionals 

Unregistered and unidentified third country nationals: these people are not allowed to leave the entry 
points, that is the Aegean Islands (Lesvos, Kos, Chios, Samas, Leros etc), if they are not registered 
and identified by the competent Greek authorities. They only have the right to access public health
care in emergency cases. 

Registered and identified third country nationals, other than Syrian citizens: all registered and identi
fied third country nationals, apart from Syrian citizens, receive a return decision according to which 
they are obliged to leave Greek territory voluntarily within 30 days. People belonging to this category 
only have the right to access public healthcare in emergency cases as well. If a third country national 
applies for international protection, then the newsletter's section "Submission of an application for 
international protection" applies. 

111 Registered and identified citizens from Syria, Iraq and Eritrea: Syrians constitute a special category 
of third country nationals as they are recognized as de facto refugees by the UNHCR due to the 
ongoing civil war in their country and thus no returns to Syria take place. After their registration and 
identification, they receive documents which allow them to stay temporarily on Greek territory for 6 
months with a possibility of extension (decision of "suspension of the return" according to article 24 
of law No 3907/2011 ). The Greek State also grants these documents to nationals from countries with 
an over 75% percentage of granting international protection, based on Eurostat's rates. At the time 
these lines are being written, apart from Syria, such countries are Iraq and Eritrea. In early 
December 2015 a common ministerial decision was issued providing for the right of these people to 
access certain fields of the labor market (agriculture, stock farming, domestic work, clothing industry) 
according to the provisions of the current labor and insurance legislation. Thus, people belonging to 
this category only have the right to access public healthcare in emergency cases, unless they work 
and have insurance according to the abovementioned common ministerial decision. If a Syrian, Iraqi 
or Eritrean citizen applies for international protection, then the newsletter's section "Submission of 
an application for international protection" applies. 

https://mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Asylum_quarterly_report


Unaccompanied minors

A special mention must be made for unaccompanied minors, mostly from Afghanistan, whose 
number has increased dramatically. The procedure provided for by Greek law is the following: 
       Identification and registration of the unaccompanied minor. This is the challenging part of 
the procedure as, according to UNHCR’s report Current Issues of Refugee Protection in 
Greece of July 2013, unaccompanied children, when arriving in Greece,  are not accurately or 
adequately identified (including through proper age assessment procedures).
              Referral to the Prosecutor for Minors, or -when there is no such Prosecutor- to the Public 
Prosecutor, and appointment of a Supervisor who will be responsible for the minor and will 
defend his/her interests. 
          Transfer to a suitable hosting facility. In Greece, there are only 410 accommodation 
places/beds for unaccompanied minors provided both by the State and NGOs. The large influx 
of asylum seekers to Greece has overwhelmed existing centers and as a result minors 
remained in inappropriate facilities for long periods of time, together with adults. Nevertheless, 
the waiting period to find an accommodation place for minors has decreased considerably.   

ItIt is noted that there is no specific legal provision for the right of unaccompanied minors to 
access healthcare. Nevertheless, according to article 24 of the International Convention on the 
Rights of Child which has been ratified by Greece (law no 2101/1992) and provides for the right 
to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment 
of illness and rehabilitation of health, the State is obliged to provide access to medical and 
hospital care to minors. 

https://www.unhcr.gr/fileadmin/Greece/News/2013/PCjuly/Greece_Positions_July_2013_EN.pdf


Τhe former two newsletters can be found here on MdM Greece 
website.
This newsletter received funding from the European Commission. 
TheThe content of this newsletter represents the views of the author only 
and is his/her sole responsibility; it cannot be considered to reflect the 
views of the European Commission and/or the Consumers, Health, 
Agriculture and Food Executive Agency or any other body of the Eu-
ropean Union. The European Commission and the Agency do not 
accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information 
it contains.”
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