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R E C E N T  L E G A L  D E V E L O P M E N T S  

I M P A C T I N G  O N  P E O P L E  F A C I N G  

M U L T I P L E  V U L N E R A B I L I T I E S  

The consequences of the economic crisis in Greece are more obvious than ever. 
23.1% of the total population lives below the poverty line. Moreover, 27.4% of 
the total population live in overcrowded households, 32,9% state that they are 
unable to keep their home adequately warm, and 65,3% of the destitute 
population report that they are being confronted with payment arrears for 
electricity, water, gas, etc. Crisis and austerity policies have left almost a third of 
the population without healthcare coverage. Unemployment stood at 26,6% 
during the first trimester of 2015, unemployment benefits were limited to 12 
months, after which there was no minimum income guarantee. The percentage 
of people reporting unmet medical care needs has increased since the beginning 
of the crisis, rising from around 17,1% of the population in 2008 to 20,5% in 
2013 (Sources: Eurostat 2015 and Hellenic Statistic Authority 2013, 2014 and 
2015). 
 
In the framework of a European project to reduce vulnerabilities in health, 
Doctors of the World Greece is willing to document the latest legal changes that 
occur regarding social protection and access to healthcare in Greece especially 
for those facing many vulnerabilities/difficulties, regardless of their 
administrative status or their financial resources. 
 
This first newsletter (out of four) should help NGOs and beneficiaries of our 
services to understand the consequences of the latest legislation on access to 
healthcare and social protection, as well as on the maintenance of the social 
cohesion in our country. 
 
In this context, the most relevant provisions, included in the third MoU between 
Greece and its European partners and the law No 4332/2015 for the granting of 
Greek Citizenship, are hereby presented. 
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https://mdmeuroblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/mdm-intl-network-full-report-11-countries-22-may-2015.pdf


 
Ι. Provisions of Law No. 4336/2015 (“Third Memorandum of Understanding between Greece and its European Partners”) 
 
Law No. 4336/2015 was voted by the Greek Parliament on the 14th of August 2015 and it includes provisions for the 
implementation of the Funding Agreement between Greece and its European partners. The specific laws that will 
implement and specify the MoU are expected to be voted during the following months. 
 
 

Changes in Healthcare 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                         

 

By October 2015, the authorities 

will decide whether they will re-

establish a five euro fee for 

hospital visits, using specific 

criteria which have not yet been 

specified, or whether they will 

adopt equivalent fiscal 

measures in order to avoid 

reestablishing such an 

unfavorable measure. 
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Pharmaceutical expenses will be 

reduced and new cuts in the funds for 

diagnostic tests will take place. Public 

hospitals already owe large sums of 

money to their suppliers. A further 

reduction of pharmaceutical expenses is 

expected to lead to a qualitative and 

quantitative reduction of the 

pharmaceutical supplies of hospitals. 

That, in turn, shall lead to a further 

reduction of the level of security and 

quality of the services that public 

hospitals must provide to the citizens. 

The cuts in the funds for diagnostic 

tests are expected to result to an 

increase of the financial contribution of 

citizens when taking such a test. 

 

 

The price of all off-patent drugs 

shall be reduced to 50% and of all 

generics to 32.5 % of the patent 

price. The aforementioned 

measures are expected to lead to a 

reduction of the costs for patients, 

a reduction that particularly 

benefits those with high medical 

expenditures and/or on low 

incomes. 
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Changes in Pensions 

Although there are measures whose costs have not been calculated and others that have not been defined yet, the MoU 

binds the Greek Government for cuts of 0, 25% of the GDP for 2015 and 1% for 2016, that is 2, 25 billion euros in total. More 

specifically: 
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Those who retire earlier shall receive as 

pensions, only the amount of money that 

corresponds exactly to the insurance 

contributions which they have paid, until 

they reach 67 years of age. For those who 

will leave their work with a reduced pension, 

apart from the 6% reduction of the pension 

per year which is already provided for by the 

current legislation, an additional 10% 

reduction rate is imposed until the new age 

limit for full retirement age is reached. The 

ultimate goal is to gradually increase the 

retirement age limits with a view to 

eliminate retirements before 67 years of age 

or 62 years of age with 40 years of 

contributions from January 1st 2022. 
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Those who retire after the 30th of June 

2015 shall receive the minimum pension 

according to income criteria, which have 

not been defined yet, and only if they 

have completed 67 years of age. 

 

 

An indirect reduction of the pensions 

shall take place through the increase of 

health contributions that pensioners pay 

for their main pension (from 4% to 6%) as 

well as for their supplementary pension 

(same increase). 

 

 

Gradual phasing out of the solidarity 

grant (EKAS) for all pensioners by end-

December 2019, starting with the top 

20% of beneficiaries in March 2016. 

 

 

Benefit of the Guaranteed Minimum Income (GMI) 

The pilot schemes of the GMI –a benefit that was granted to citizens that live under extreme poverty conditions- 
were undertaken in thirteen municipalities over a period of six months, starting from September 2014. 
Approximately 27,000 individuals, that face severe welfare problems because of the financial crisis, received 
support. The relevant authorities, after an evaluation by the World Bank, shall determine the details for a gradual 
nationwide roll-out from the 1st of April 2016, aiming at benefiting almost 700.000 people. For further 
information: http://www.energo-eke.gr/ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Granting Greek citizenship to children of third country nationals, 
the so called “second generation of immigrants” (article 1 et seq.) 

This part of the law describes the conditions according to which third 
country nationals’ children, who are born or/and live in Greece, may 
acquire the Greek citizenship. This issue is of high social priority 
because, after a 2013 decision of the Council of State according to 
which the relevant provisions of a similar law of 2010 were deemed 
unconstitutional, a new legislative amendment was pending for a 
considerable number of second generation children.  

For children born in Greece, a constant five - year legal residence in 
Greece of the parent before their birth and enrollment in the first 
grade of primary school are required. If the parent has not 
completed five years of legal residence in Greece at the time of their 
birth, then the child may acquire the Greek citizenship after the 
completion of ten years of legal residence of the parent. The parent 
must possess a long term residence permit as provided for in the 
relevant provision. For those children that came to Greece at a very 
young age, nine years of compulsory education or six years of 
secondary education are required, while for those children that have 
completed their studies in a Greek university or technological 
institution, a baccalaureate from a Greek high school is required.  
Once they acquire the Greek citizenship, they will have a full right to 
access healthcare as Greek citizens. On the 25th of August 2015, the 
relevant circular of the Ministry of Internal and Administrative 
Reconstruction was issued, providing instructions, applications 
templates and clarifications to those interested. For more 
information on the qualifications and the relevant circular: 
http://www.ypes.gr/el/Generalsecretariat_PopulationSC/diefthinsi_i
thageneias/ 

Establishment of a Single Responsible Managing Authority in the 
Ministry of Interior and Administrative Reconstruction for the 
management and disbursement of programs of the Asylum, 
Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) and the Internal Security 
Fund (ISF). The establishment of this Authority will immediately allow 
the inflow of funds of about 470 million Euros in order to cover the 
urgent management needs of the growing refugee flows. 
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ΙΙ. Law No 4332/2015: Citizenship for children of third country nationals – “second generation” and improvements in 

residence permits issues. 

The aforementioned law was adopted on the 9th of June 2015. It introduces some major changes to the Code of Greek 

Citizenship, mostly aiming at ensuring the smooth development and integration in the Greek society of third country 

nationals, that were born or grew up in Greece. At the same time it includes certain provisions that deal with the 

residence status of a large number of third country nationals, already residing in Greece.  

 Residence Permits for Third Country Nationals 

(articles 8 and 18) 

-Residence Permit for humanitarian reasons: the 

relevant residence permit, which was withdrawn 

by the previous government, is reintroduced in 

the immigration legislation and it includes, among 

others, the granting of a residence permit when a 

third country national has health problems. 

People who attend an officially approved 

therapeutic mental addiction program or those 

who have serious health problems have the right 

to acquire a residence permit for humanitarian 

reasons. 

-Residence Permit for exceptional reasons: the 

status of people that haven’t been able to 

maintain/renew their residence permit due to the 

financial crisis or/and people that have developed 

serious ties with Greece and reside for years in the 

country is settled. A simplification of the 

procedure to reestablish the legal status of people 

who have at least a five-year residence permit 

during the last ten years before the submission of 

the application is introduced. The possibility to 

purchase the relevant insurance contributions is 

also provided for, in order to deal with the cases 

of people that have lost or will lose their legal 

status in view of the financial crisis. 

-Status of “suspension of the expulsion decision”: 
according to the relevant provision, authorities 
may automatically grant a status of “suspension of 
the expulsion decision”, after the first registration 
and identification of third country nationals 
entering the country, as it is currently done with 
Syrian citizens. Nevertheless, the Presidential 
Decree that will provide for more specific rights 
(work, social security etc.) has not yet been 
issued. 
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