
 
 

 

Report  

 

Doctors of the Word – Médecins du Monde Greece (MdM) 

Assessment missions at the Detention Centers for Migrants in Amygdaleza and Elliniko 

 

Detention Centers for Migrants in Amygdaleza 

On the 18
th

 and the 19
th

 of February 2015, Doctors of the World – Médecins du Monde 

Greece (MdM) conducted two assessment missions at the Detention Center for 

undocumented third-country nationals and the Detention Center for 

Unaccompanied Minors in Amygdaleza. The 10-membered team (medical doctors, 

social workers and administrative personnel) of the organization visited the 

aforementioned centers upon invitation of the competent Ministry, in order to 

assess the health status of the detained third-country nationals. Furthermore, MdM 

- Greece delivered medical supplies and were guided at the centers' premises by its 

administrative staff. 

 

The team worked in collaboration with the social workers and the psychologists of 

the centers, mainly focusing on detained unaccompanied minors. Following the 

assessment of the living conditions of the detained third-country nationals, as well as 

their medical and psychosocial screening, MdM - Greece recorded the following: 

Regarding the Detention Center for Unaccompanied Minors, a total of 43 

unaccompanied minors were found under detention. Doctor’s of the World-Greece 

examined 14 children, upon their request. The country of origin for the majority of 

the minors was Afghanistan, followed by Pakistan and Somalia. The age of the 

majority of the detained unaccompanied minors ranged from 13 to 17 years, while 

their detention time ranged between 10 days to 3 months. Health problems 



 
 

observed by the medical team were mostly urinary, musculoskeletal pain - 

orthopedic, gastrointestinal and dermatological problems, toothaches and common 

colds. At the same time, a large percentage of the unaccompanied minors that were 

examined showed symptoms of depression (loss of appetite, insomnia, intense 

sadness, anxiety and discomfort). 

Most of the health problems faced by the unaccompanied minors were the result of 

both their living conditions and the detention measure itself. Specifically, the 

detained unaccompanied minors live under precarious, for their health, conditions, 

since the facilities have problems with humidity and very poor heating systems. It is 

worth mentioning that minors sleep in built-in beds of cement, with thin mattresses, 

using thin blankets or sleeping bags. Moreover, problems were also observed at the 

sewerage system, inadequate sanitary facilities for the number of minors in 

detention and lack of adequate maintenance and cleaning of the common areas. As 

far as the yard time of the unaccompanied minors is concerned, it is an area of 

limited size, with high fences and covered with a tent. 

The majority of the unaccompanied minors were coming from the Screening Centers  

in Mytilene and Samos islands. There was also a number of minors that were 

arrested in central Athens, without administrative documents or minors that had 

been held in more than two detention facilities (e.g. Detention Center at Corinth, 

GADA - Juvenile Division). 

However there were no significant deficiencies in clothing, footwear and sanitary 

items, while within the premise there was a fully equipped pharmacy, lacking though 

the relevant health care personnel (doctor, nurse, and pharmacist). 

Regarding the Detention Center for third-country nationals, MdM - Greece visited 

the 3
rd

 wing of Center and examined 16 third-country nationals (adults and 

unaccompanied minors), upon their request, in the clinic within the Center. A 

surprising case worth mentioning is that of the case of a self-proclaimed Romanian 

citizen who lacked administrative documents (passport). 



 
 

The average detention time for the aforementioned third-country nationals 

ranged from 2 months to 19 months, while the most common countries of origin 

were Afghanistan, Nigeria, Senegal, Iraq and Morocco. Once more, it was found that 

detainees arrived at this center, after detention in, at least, two other detention 

centers or police stations (Crete, Samos, Igoumenitsa, Corinth etc.). 

Concerning the health status of the detainees that were examined, the health 

problems that they faced were directly related to their poor living conditions. The 

diseases afflicting the majority of detainees are gastrointestinal, respiratory and 

dermatological. Dental and abdominal pains and headaches were also reported, 

while among this population, anxiety episodes and emotional disorders were also 

common. In addition, seven detainees claimed that they had requested to be 

transported to a hospital, but their request was not granted. In addition, two 

detainees that were transferred to the hospital and examined, upon their return to 

the Center, they were not provided with the appropriate medication. Finally, the 

provision of personal hygiene items, clothing and footwear was also inadequate. 

MdM – Greece while visiting the 1
st

 wing of the Detention Center for third-country 

nationals in Amygdaleza, examined a total of 71 persons, of which 6 were 

unaccompanied. 51 of the individuals were from 18 to 35 years old, 11 from 36 to 55 

and 2 from 56 and above.  The main countries of origin were Pakistan, Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh, Iran, Egypt, Iraq and India. The average time of detention ranged from 6 

to 12 months, while there were few individuals that were detained for less than 3 

months (1 to 3) and finally 14 individuals claimed to be detained  in the Center for 

over 12 months. Among the population that was examined, 28 persons claimed to 

have been kept in detention in other Centers of police stations (Corinth, Mytilene, 

Komotini, Lamia, Amfissa, Igoumenitsa, Volos, Menidi, Galatsi, Neos Kosmos, 

Omonoia and Mandra Attikis). The majority of the medical findings were related to 

orthopedic, gastrointestinal, ophthalmological, pulmonary, neurological and 

dermatological problems, musculoskeletal and dental pains, emotional and / or 



 
 

other psychiatric disorders, headaches, issues related to diabetes and common 

colds.  

 

In all three wings, detainees expressed their difficulty to cope with their several-

month detention, without any specific update concerning its duration and their 

future. They also expressed their need for communication with their families or 

relatives, something that for minor detainees was found to occur, even though with 

difficulty, while for adults, it was found to be difficult, in some cases even impossible, 

due to the lack of telephone cards. 

Finally, there were no violence issues or other forms of abuse among detainees, and 

between detainees and administrators. 

 

Detention Center for Migrants in Elliniko 

On the 23
rd

 of February 2015, MdM – Greece conducted an assessment mission at 

the Detention Center for third-country nationals in Elliniko. The 4-membered team 

(medical doctors, social worker and administrative personnel) of the organization 

visited the aforementioned centers upon invitation of the competent Ministry, in 

order to assess the health and social status of the detained third-country nationals. 

The team examined a total of 14 women. The majority of the women were from 36 

to 45 years old, while the others belonged to the age groups 18-25 and 26-35. The 

countries of origin were Albania, Poland, Afghanistan, Russia, Bulgaria, Cameroon, 

Honduras, Congo and Nigeria. The majority of the women claimed to be kept in 

detention for 3 to 15 days, while there were few that reported a time period of 1 to 

months and even fewer for a period of 12 months and above. The majority of the 

medical findings were related to dermatological, gynecological and gastrointestinal 

problems, anxiety disorders, respiratory problems, allergic rhinitis, osteoporosis and 

hypertension. 12 out of the 14 women claimed to have been put under detention in 



 
 

other Centers or police stations (Korydallos, Thiva, Samos, Petrou Ralli, Thessaloniki, 

Crete, Salamina). Finally, 8 out of 14 reported abuse or mistreatment incidents, 

initiated both from police officers or other inmates.  

 


